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to get themselves expelled. He dwells at greatest
length on the third difficulty, the unwillingness of
the Directors to confirm sentences of expulsion, and
insists upon the bad effect of the restoration to the
Civil Service, by the Court of Directors, of five stu-
dents who had been expelled for taking part in the riot
of 1811. However serious these difficulties may have
been, the ultimate blame must rest upon the ineffi-
ciency of the first Principal and the permission of the
growth of a tradition of disorder. "When," says
Malthus, " a spirit of insubordination and resistance
to discipline has once deeply infected any collected
body of persons, it is well known how strong a ten-
dency it has to keep itself up ; how easy, and almost
certainly, the contagion spreads to fresh comers ; and
how extremely difficult it is effectually to eradicate
it." l
Public animadversion was no less than three times
drawn to the lack of discipline at the East India Col-
lege during the nine years of Dr. Henley's administra-
tion, and an opinion was created in the public mind,
which has never been wholly dissipated, that Hailey-
bury was a regular hotbed of riot and disorder. Of
the three disturbances, the one which made the most
impression was the riot of 1811. This disturbance
seems to have been in itself no worse than a noisy
demonstration on the part of the students lasting
some two or three hours of a November night. The
young men, or perhaps, considering the date at which
1 Malthus, p. 73.